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Les Apoticairs d' Angleterre ſem une grande Compagnie 
des Coupenrs des Bourſes, &- les Medicins les y aident. 
Guy Patin. Med. Prof. Reg. Parif. Lett. 410. 


H E value of Health, which is Univerſally acknowledg'd to be a Bleſ- 
ſing, is yet more intrinſecally known to thoſe,that have labour'd under 
Sickneſs, who all unanimouſly confeſs the great uſefulneſs of Phyſick, 
Skilfully DireCted, and faithfully Adminiſtred. | 

Yet notwithſtanding the general agreement abour the uſcfulneſs of that Art, it 
has of late Years fallen in our Nation ( Where perhaps it has been carried the far- 
theſt rowards Perfe&ion of any part in the World) under a fort of negle&, next to 
Contempr, to the great hinderance of the improvement of the Arr it ſelf, diſcoura- 
gement of its true Profeſſors, and the general injury of the People. 

The cauſcs of this dertay, tho' in themſelves obvious enough , are yet generally 
unheeded. Becauſe the Perſons moſt immediately concern'd, (I mean the Sick ) 
having ſcarce any underſtanding of the Art, are uſually milled by im- 
plicite Faith in the confident, falſe pretentions of ſome, or the officious rccom- 
mendarion of others, who a& wirh a different view from that , which they are 
ſuppos'd ro have by the fick Perſon, who ſeldom truſts his own Judgment, or con- 
ſults his own Reaſon in that, which moſt nearly concerns his Life. 

Thus are the Sick abuſed, by the ſelf intereſted recommendation of the 4p2: 
caries, who have ingrofs'd ro themſelves the ſole Adminiſtration of Phylick, and for 
the moſt part the DireCtion of it, both which were antiently lodg'd in the Phyſi- 
cian alone, tho' fince unhappily ſeparated to the diſcredit of the Art, the injury of 
the Phyſicians, and the irreparable damage of their Patients, as will appear. 

While the Medicines in uſc here were but few, the providing and ſelling of *em 
was a part of the Grocer's Trade, and Buſineſs. Burt Med'cines in time multiplying 
conſiderably, they were thought to require the whole Care, and Arrendance of him - 
char dcait in 'en, 11:at they might be faithfully made up, and carefully deliver'd in 
Juſt Wet ah: ana Aicatlure, as prefſcrib'd by the Phyſician. 

Thus were the Ao then7ries feparared from the Grocers, that they might give thict, 
whole attendance 11 their $hops on the making, and diſpenſing Medicines, carc- 
tally aad faith tity 5 Which reatzon holds much more ſtrongly, ar this day up- 
on the account of the Vait increaſe of rhe Galemcial Compoinions, the Invention 
or Intr0duetion her, 0! ihe numerous Tribe of Chymical Preparations, the dail; 
familiar Cuſtom oi the Fhylicians, to order. Extemporary Compound Nicdicina.. 
a miſtake in any of which mav, and docs oiren prove tatal ro the Patient. 

Since this {eparation, they have multiplicd fo cxcetiively, that at the time v7 
obtaining their Charter they were 114, 4 prodigious number ia re{peRt of wit 
moſt well regulated Cities abroad find ſufficient, divers of which (as bi:z as L142 
Was 2: thattime) do ro this day reſtrain 'em ro a Numbei, noi excoudin, Four cl 
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Six, But ar preſent they are encreas'd to near 1000, all Partners corzputed, who, 
tho'join'd ina Shop, have Families to maintain ſeverally. 

This overſwarm of Apothecaries, not having whereupon to ſubſiſt at Home, by 
degrees, and in proceſs of time over-ran their Neighbours. For the honeſt pro- 
firs of their Employment being too narrow to Support ſuch Numbers in 
their preſent way of Living, they have of a long rime endeavour'd by all manner of 
Artifices to encroach upon the Phyſicians, and exa&t upon the Sick, their Cuſtomers. 

In order to which they began firſt by Offciows Viſits, under pretence of carry- 
ing the Medicines themſelves, to procure the reputation of caretul Men, tho' in fo 
doing they chang'd Offices with their Boys, and left them ar Home to do the Du- 
ty of the Maſter, while themſelves ran on the Frrands. Yet by this they gain'd 
opportunities of inſinuatingthemſelves into Nurſes, Servants, and other week Per- 
ſons, frequently attending on ſick People, and by their means ro be admitted ro 
give their Opinion, and thence under pretence of good Hushandry for the Patient, 
to repeat the Phyſicians Bills without his Order, and ſo at length to preſcribe 
without his Advice. 

Upon the ſame pretence of good Husbandry for the Patient, they wrought 
themſelves into the ſole care of ſuch light Indiſpoſitions, as of courſe were likely to 
derermine in a ſhort time without Medicine, which they failed not to improve in- 
to terrible Diſcafes, and mighty Cures, by Frighting the Sick, and thoſe about 'em 
with Malignity,and diſmal Prognoſticks.This gave *em credit and authority cnough 
with the Patient, to cenſure the Bills of Phyſicians, that did not pleaſe 'em, and be- 
hind their Backs todeliver Opinions contrary to the Phyſician's ; to do which requir'd 
no Judgment, a little ccaft ſuftcing : For they had it in their Power in many caſes, to 
diſappoint the Phyſician in his Prognoſtick by falſifying the Medicines preſcrib'd, 
a fault they knew how ro remedy for themſelves, or the favourite they help'd in, 
(when the other was diſmis'd) by making up the ſame Bill truly and well. Thus 
they made profit of their crimes, and gain'd the repute of my knewing Men , 
by the kill of the Phyſicianar the expence of his Fame and Intereſt, 

This point once gain'd, no bounds cou'd hold 'em ; there was nothing in Pra- 
#ice {0 bold, which they dare not venture at, nothing in Pharmacy ſo corrupt which 
they wou'd not admit. They were now Phyſicians, and their Buſineſs was abroad, 
and the Boy ar home, that ſcarce cou'd write his Name, was good enough for an 
Apothecary, But as this new Dignity was not to be ſupported without an extraordi- 
nary Expence, New Mcthods were to be Invented, to lay an additional Duty upon 
their Medicines, to be paid by their Cuftcmers, now their Patients. Decc&tins 
and Fuleps muſt be divided into Draught, and Ele&uaries into Boles. By this 
mcans a Quart of Ritter Decoficn, very well paid for at a Shilling, wou'd fetch 
Twenty, and a Pound of Venice Treacle, perhaps worth Four or Five Shillings, as many 
Pewnds, and fo for all the reſt. 

Nor was this all : For the Patient was ſure not only to pay extortion for what 
he had,but even for what he had not,while Ryſſian Caſtor, Pearland Engliſh Saffron,&cc. 
werc put into the Preſcription,and New England Caſtor,Oyſter Shells,and Twrmerick,&C. 
intothe Medicines. Bat what was yet worle,if under the direCtion of the Aperbecury 
alone, or any Confederate of his recommendation, the Patient was fure to be 
Cramm'd with abundance of rauſcous, unnecellary, and conſequently hurtful ſtuR, 
till either his Stomack, his Purſe, or the Grave put a ſtop to further Charges,which 
was done only to ſwell rhe account, and raiſe the Aporzecary's gain, whole Fees by 
theſe Arts generally treble the Phyſician's under whom he is Employ'd, eo cbliging 
muſt the Phylician be, that expets the recommendation of an Apothecary : Nay, farther 
ſome Apothecarics are, like Conſcientious Men, arriv'd at taking Fees in ready Mc- 
"y, without making any Allowance, or Diſcount in the Bill. 

A farther,and perhaps yet jroms Miſchief, ariſing ſrom the 4pothecaries abſenting 
themſclves from the Duty of their Shops,is,that they can't attend the making of the 
ſtandingShop Compoſitions, which require great Care andExaQneſs tobe well made, 
and many ot 'em having been bred under Maſters of thatHumour,know not how to 
do it were they diſpos'd. This obliges 'em to furniſh themſelves from the Whole- 
ſale Apothecaries, a ſort of Men thar deal in corrupt, ſophiſticated Ware, with 
which the Retail ones content themſelves, out of Avarice, Ignorance, or Lazi- 
neſs, to the DeſtruRtion of the People. Hence it is plain, that moſt of 'em can't 
warrant the Phyſick they Sell, nor the Phyſician depend upon it, moſt of it being 
made by the Wholeſale Man, and Chymiſt, and all of ir diſpens'd by the hecedlets 
Boy, whom every amuſement diverts from his attention to his Buſineſs, and any 


{ight reſemblance betrays into fatal miſtakes ; eſpecially as their preſcat uſe bs 
of 


&* putting Mcdicines indifferently into the Pots and Glaſſes, mark'd with othei 
Names, which inſcnſibly leads the Boys into very dangerous Errors. | 

Nor is it from the corruption of the /#holeſae Men, and the miſtakes of Beys 
only, that the Sick are cndanger'd. The unfairhfulneſs of the Shops in Sephiſti- 
catins Drugs, Subſtituting one thing for another, vending periſh d Medicines , 
and making up Bills contrary to the direCtion of the Preſcrit.-, 1s grown {0 ge 
neral, and fo notorious, that the ableſt Phyſicians ſcarce know, what they are to 
expect ſxom the certaineſt of their Preſcriptions, asthey are made up in the Shops. 

Another great miſchief of the moſt Ruinous conſequence to the Sick, is the car- 
ly Officious Viſits, which to ſhew their Impertinent Care, the Aporhecaries make in a 
Morning,and by their Unſeaſonable, Injudicious Prattle,Rob the Patient of the only 
time, wherein after the fatigue of an unquiet Night, he is uſually inctin'd ro Reſt, 
which temper, thus ruffled by the Officious Intruſion of the Aperhecary, is notagain 
to be recover'd in the whole Day, whence frequently follow a perpetual Inquie- 
tude, Delirouſneſs, &c. And the Aporhecary reaps Profit , and Thanks for his Mif- 
chievous oftentation of care. 

Theſe Abuſes were long ſince ſeen thro' and condemn'd by many Phyſicians, 
who all along abhored ſuch ſcandaloas praftices. But the Aporhecaries, whoſe in- 
tereſt it was to oppoſe any Reformation, enter'd into an Aﬀociation to de- 
cry, and (as far as inthem lay) to turn our of Buſineſs all Phyſicians, that ſhou'd 
have the Honeſty, and Courage to diſavow theſe tiniſter PraCtices, and ro recom- 
mend thoſe only, that would confedecate with 'em, and Countenance, Abett, and 
Juſtike their Irregular proceedings. 

To this end Liſs were handed through thzir whole Company, wherein the 
Phyſicians were all Nam'd, and Diſtivuguiſhing Marks prehix'd to their Names, 
that thoſe who adher'd firmly to the Intereſt of their Patients, and the Honour of 
their Faculty, might by all poſſible Shifts, and Artifices, be ſupplanted in their 
Buſineſs, and thoſe that were in League with the Apothecaries, ro ſupport, and 
promote their enormous Gains, and Abuſcs might be brought over their Heads. 

This Method faſten'd ro *em divers, who were ready to ſacrifice their Paticnts, 
and proſtitute their own Honour,and Conſciences to the Service of the Apothecaries, 
afd their own immediare Profit. By theſe was introduc'd the Faſhion of writing ſuch 


expenſive long Bills,that he that did not order enough every Day for the Aperhecary 
to charge in ſlight caſcs ai Twenry, Thirty, or Forty Shillings, Was ſure tobe aſpers'd 


by him to the Patient as a Trifler, one that neither took the Caſe right, nor or- 
der'd any thing tg the Purpoſe ; tho' in moſt caſes ir is difficult for the Patient 
to take inone day to the real value of Half 2 Crown, Two Shillings , or in many 
even of One Shilling prudently Preſcrib'd, and moderately Rated. 

For theſe Reaſons are theſe Men cry'd up by 'em, their Fame is proclaim'd in 
Coffee-boufes, and whiſper'd in the Ears of dying Men, as the only Perſons able to 
put a ſtop-to Fare, and reprieve from the Grave. To carry on this Intrigue the 
more ſmoorkly, they have their Tavern Cabals with the Aporhecaries, where they 
invent ſcandal on the reſt of the Phyſicians, and contrive Ways and Means to 
fprcad and diffuſe ir, in order to deſtroy their Credit. 

In return of theſe Favours the Confederate Phyſicians are oblig'd, whenever 
chey are call'd in by the Apothecaries, Where no Phyſician has been conſulted in 
the caſe, ro Approve and Juſtific the Praftice of the Aporhecary, tho” the Patient be 
dying of bad or improper Medicines, or for want of ſufficient help in due time. 
Bvc it any other Phyſician, Whom the Apothecary does not like, has buen firſt ad- 
vis'd with, his Method, tho* never ſo proper, and well dire&ted, is ro be Con- 
demn'd, and his Medicines laid aſide, and the poor Patient, if he lives, isto run 
the Gauntlet afreſh thro” all the Forms of Phyſicl. 

Theſe Artifices have frightn'd many Gentlemen, of berter principles than ro com- 
P:y with 'em in all their meaſures of iniquity, from aſſerting themſelves, and difa- 
buſting the World with that Vigoar and Courage, that they ought ro do, for fear 
ot being work'd out of their praCtice. 

Yer there wants not a ſufficient Number of Plyſicians of Integrity, and Reſo- 
Mmrion rorcdreis theſe Grievarces, and to alliſt 'all Perſons of wha: Rank or Con- 
dition ſoever, Wh arc Willing to open their Eyes to their own Intereſt. In order 
waereunto they have crected an Offce at the College of Phyſicians, call'd the Diſpenſa- 
77, Where all Officinal Compoſitions, Galenical, and Chymical are faithfully pre- 
par'd, of the beſt Drugs, and where already near Twenty Thouſand Preſcriptions 
[:5ve been made up, and deliver'd, and about Three Hundred Bills ar: Weckly 
ditpens'd by Servants of their own, andunder their own Inſpe&ion, at a Price 
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Nt lie ill by the Fidicrtber, Which ts at lealt Fifeecn $cilings in the [51 rd 
Low .f. than the 1:6 modelt Natcs of the -rorhocurice. 
The extravrimmaly relict, that vaſt Numbers of People have ſound, from their 
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Vilempers It Hat; ent Rats by the Dypruſary, bis brought fo much Fulinefs to 
it, tri it bins 210 impratticable to ferve om all at one place. And there- 
fore, that no Puton of what cordition ſocvecr, may be deny'd the benctit of 
Good 1 dicincs at calie Prices, the Phyticians have refo!v'd ro cre divers vilicrs 
in {cverat pats of the Town. 

In periu.zce of this reſoulution they h«ve already firred up another in St. Aa:- 
tins Lan, 1minſtcr, where conſtart attendance is given by their Servants, in or 
der ro make up all fuch Bills, as ſhall come ro their Hands, from the Phyſicians Sub- 
{cribing, and wiere Iikewife the Phyſicians themſelves will mect every Mond:;y, 
1Pl Tiurſdy in the Afternoon, for the particular Service of the Poor, where ſuch 0” 
£2, as rut to 'em there, may have their Advice Gratz, as at the College on 
F< ein: and Scrard, 75. : 

Aud #1 thyle Dijpenſaries may be made as ſcrviceable as poſſible ro the Publick, 
the Subſcribers have there lodg'd very conliderable Arcana in Praftice unknown 
10 any ,priveecy, of which they were before Maſters, bur unwilling to proſtitute 
2 tac Avulicratiors, and Corruptions, which other Medicines undergo in the 
Hon;.. TheSubſcribers likewiſe have refolv'd, according to the Antient Laudable 
Practicc, Gt ihe Poficians ot Lenden, ro fot apart ſome Hours in the Morning and 
Afterro5%, for the Service of ſuch, as in the Leſs acute and Chronical Caſes, ſhall 
think tio conſult 'cm at Home. 

The .-porbecaries have made their Boaſt, that they Command all the Families in 
Town, in reſp. ro Phylick. Bur unlefs the People are refolv'd ro be led by the 
Noſe, they will have no cauſe to brag at that rate for the future, the advantages 
of thete Dipenſuries ro all Mankind, that arc viſited with Sickneſs, are fo ſelf-evi- 
dent. Dor unlets $.1:n have a mind to purchaſe Diſeaſes, or rake Phyſick out of 
wartoncis, they will ſhut the Zporhecaries our of their Doors, till they ſhall keep ro 
their Shops, and Carefully, and Fairhtully, make and diſpenſc ſuch Medicines, as 
thall be order'd by Phyſicians, make their prices ſupportable ro the People, lay 
af their diſhoneſt Arts of ſwelling their Bills, and Debauching Members of the 
Coll-ge, ro the Scandal of their Protetſion, and Deſtruttion of their Patients. 

If any Gentlemen ſhall rhink the foregoing Charge upon the Apotheceries, and 
their Confederates roo ſevere, or the Expreſſions too harſh, ler 'em reſt afſur'd that 
every particular thercin Nall be made undeniably clear from ſufficient Evidence of 
Fa@, whenever the 4p:rLecaries ſhall call for ſuch Proofs. As for the Expreſſion, 
ler *©m bur conſider how rudely and ſcandalouſly the Honeſt Phyſicians have been, 
and arc daily Treated, both in Publick and Private, by the Aporhecaries and their 
JAdierents, and they will excuſe ſome warmth, (if any- appear) eſpecially whert 
the general Good is in view, provided it tranſports 'em not beyond the Bounds 
of "Truth nd Dcecency, which, *tis hop'd, are not trangreſs'd in this Paper. 

Thure remvins ones Objection, which ſticks ro ſome compaſſionate Perſons , 
otherwiſe convinc'd of the Juſtice and necellity of this Defign ; which is, that 
tou d it obitin vnivertally in this Town, the Apotrrecaries, whoare a great Compa- 
ay, mult be inceFMably ruin'd. Burt the Anſwer is cafie, that if to Reform 'em, be 
to Ria 'oim, they are ripe for Deſtruſtion : For no Civil well Conſtiruted Go- 
vernwecnt, 012ht ro tuffer one Party of Men to Live upon the Spoil and Plunder of 
the reſt, eſyecizlly in their Diſtreſs: 'Tis like Robbing Houſes on Fire, under pre- 
rence of help. It rhcrefore the Apothecaries think a Reformation of theſe Abulcs 
of ſuch rutcous Contequence, they yy ro conſider, how by retrenching their 
Exrravagancies to {uit their living to honeſt Profit, or in time to berake cthem- 
ſclves ro ſome more Honeſt Employment. 
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